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THE LORD’S PRAYER
John 17



THE LORD’S PRAYER
• Jesus first prays for Himself, His disciples and then for 

us:
• 20“I do not pray for these alone, but also for 

those who will believe in Me through their word; 
• 21that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 

Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in 
Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER
• 22And the glory which You gave Me I have given 

them, that they may be one just as We are one: 
• 23I in them, and You in Me; that they may be 

made perfect in one, and that the world may 
know that You have sent Me, and have loved 
them as You have loved Me. 



Why the Division?



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

• Because of wrong attitudes toward the Bible
• Rationalism

• Rationalism is “The theory that the 
exercise of reason provides the only valid 
basis for action or belief and that reason 
is the prime source of knowledge and of 
spiritual truth.”



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

• So we only believe the things that are 
reasonable according to rationalism.
• What about miracles? Baptism? Jesus’ 

death?



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

• Another wrong attitude is Romanism 
• “In Romanism, the Roman Catholic Church 

is both the channel of divine revelation and 
the final authority for how the Bible is to be 
interpreted in faith and practice”.



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

So it is NOT what the Bible 
says, but what the church 

determines it says!



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

• Another wrong attitude is Neo-orthodoxy 
• “Neo-orthodoxy does not believe that the 

Bible is the word of God, only that it contains 
the word of God”. 



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

So the individual becomes the final 
judge as to what in the Bible is the 

word of God and what is not.



This is the position that some 
brethren are taking called the 

“New Hermeneutic”



The “New Hermeneutic” 

• Biblical hermeneutics deals with the way we 
interpret (understand) and apply the 
Scripture 

• We are told that the old method of 
interpreting the scripture is wrong and must 
be replaced with a new system



They say that we must give up 

• Using the NT as a pattern or blueprint (Phil. 4:9)
• Establishing Bible authority using apostolic 

examples or necessary inference (Acts 15)
• Making the silence of God prohibitive (1 Pet. 4:11)



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED
• Another wrong attitude is Cultism

• “Cultism follows the Bible along with others 
writings that they believe is from God”.

• They claim to believe the Bible as God’s 
word as long as it is translated accurately



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED

Example: The Book of Mormon which 
Mormonism views as inspired



THE RELIGIOUS WORLD IS DIVIDED
• Another wrong attitude is Protestantism 

• They claim that the Bible is alone the final 
authority for faith and practice.

• They state that the Bible is the infallible 
word of God. It is inspired in the original 
autographs and is without error. 



Sounds good if that would be put in practice 

• Creeds are given the same authority as the 
Bible
• A creed is “a formal statement of Christian beliefs, 

especially the Apostles' Creed or the Nicene 
Creed”



Sounds good if that would be put in practice 

• Tradition and accepted practice coordinate 
authority with the Bible

• Enlightenment of the Holy Spirit brings 
special revelation



What should our attitude 
toward the Bible?



What should our attitude towards the Bible?

• It came from God
• 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) 

• 16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, 

• 17that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 



What should our attitude towards the Bible?

• It came from God
• 2 Peter 1:20–21 (NKJV) 

• 20knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture
is of any private interpretation, 

• 21for prophecy never came by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit. 



What should our attitude towards the Bible?

• It is authoritative
• 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) 

• 11If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of
God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the
ability which God supplies, that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom
belong the glory and the dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 



What should our attitude towards the Bible?

• It is authoritative
• Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) 

• 17And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through Him. 



What should our attitude towards the Bible?

• It is authoritative
• 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) 

• 16Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. 
Continue in them, for in doing this you will save 
both yourself and those who hear you. 



Jesus prayed that we may all be one!


