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Why? Because we can miss the rest/heaven!

The Hebrew writer says, “Therefore, since a 
promise remains of entering His rest, let us 

fear lest any of you seem to have come short 
of it.” 



That’s why he tells us

• Be afraid
• Be diligent
• Be open to the word
• Be bold
• Be perfect



What does it mean to be “perfect”?

• “Perfect” means: complete, mature 



These Jewish Christians were not 
striving for perfection, in fact they 
were regressing (5:11-6:3) 



• 11of whom we have much to say, and hard to 
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 

• 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 
you need someone to teach you again the first 
principles of the oracles of God; and you have come 
to need milk and not solid food. 

• 13For everyone who partakes only of milk is 
unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a 
babe. 

Hebrews 5:11–6:3 (NKJV) 



• 14But solid food belongs to those who are of full 
age, that is, those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

• 1Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 

• 2of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, 
of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 

• 3And this we will do if God permits. 



They had become “dull of hearing”
• Hebrews 5:11 11of whom we have much to say, and 

hard to explain, since you have become dull of 
hearing. 
• Dull comes from the Greek nōthros, which is made 

up of the words “no” and “push.”

• Literally, it means “no push”—slow, sluggish. 
When used of a person it generally meant 
intellectually numb or thick. 

• They had become “thick” spiritually



They had refuse to grow 

• Hebrews 5:12 12For though by this time you ought 
to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 
have come to need milk and not solid food. 

• They didn’t say, “I’ll not grow, they just neglected 
their salvation” (2:1-4)



Become unskillful in the use of the word

• Hebrews 5:13 13For everyone who partakes only of 
milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for 
he is a babe. 
• Like the mechanic whose has the latest tools, but doesn’t 

know a box end wrench from an open end one, much less 
how to use them.



Failed to determine good and evil 

• Hebrews 5:14 14But solid food belongs to those who 
are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil. 



Failed to leave the “ABC’s” of the gospel 

Hebrews 6:1-3 Therefore, leaving the discussion of 
the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to 
perfection, not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3And
this we will do if God permits. 



What does it mean to go on 

to “Perfection?”



Mean to go on to “Perfection?”

• It means to love our enemies 
• Mt. 5:48 “Therefore, you shall be perfect, 

just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”



Mean to go on to “Perfection?”

• It means to come to a knowledge of the truth 
• Eph. 4:13 “till we all come to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ”



Mean to go on to “Perfection?”

• It means to be patient in trials 
• Jas 1:4 “But let patience have its perfect work, 

that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing.”



Mean to go on to “Perfection?”

• It means to our control tongue 
• Jas 3:2 “For we all stumble in many things. If 

anyone does not stumble in word, he is a 
perfect man, able also to bridle the whole 
body.”



Mean to go on to “Perfection?”

• It means to live free from fear 
• 1 Jn. 4:18 “There is no fear in love; but perfect 

love casts out fear, because fear involves 
torment. But he who fears has not been made 
perfect in love.”>



Conclusion

• Note the positive attitude: 
“And this we will” (Heb. 6:3)


