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Internal Problems

King Saul was like that!



Saul started well

Anointed as the first king over Israel 

(1 Sam. 10:1)

Humble (1 Sam. 9:21)

Received the Holy Spirit. (1 Sam. 10:6)

God gave him a new heart. (1 Sam. 10:9)

Successful at first (1 Sam. 13:1-4)



King Saul

Everything looked well 

but what was going on 

inside? 

Jealousy and evil 

surmising. (1 Sam. 

18:5-9)



How do we overcome these sins?

Repent, pray and confess them

Acts 8:22 (NKJV) 
Repent therefore of this your wickedness, 
and pray God if perhaps the thought of your 
heart may be forgiven you. 

1 John 1:9 (NKJV) 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 



How do we overcome these sins?

Add the quality of Love 

1 Corinthians 13:5-8 (NKJV) 

(Love) does not behave rudely, does not seek 
its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 

does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 
truth; 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

Love never fails…



Internal Problems

Haman was like that



Things looked good for Haman

Promoted to a high 

government office 

(Esther 3:1)

His servants would 

bow to him.

But a Jew named, 

“Mordecai” would 

not!



Things looked good for Haman

When Haman saw that Mordecai would 

not, he was filled with rage. 

So, Haman went to the king and offered 

him 10 thousand talents for permission 

to kill all the Jews. (Esther 3:9)



Things looked good for Haman

Where would he get all that money? 

From the Jews that he would kill!

The king agreed and the plot was 

formed - every Jew would be killed!



Haman was like that

What was going on inside? Revenge

Why? He was an Agagite (Esther 3:1)

The Agagites were descendants of the 

Amalekites and got their name from the 

king that King Saul didn’t kill at first, but 

later killed. (1 Sam. 15:33)

So now he will take revenge, not only on 

Mordecai, but the whole Jewish race.



How do we overcome this sin?

Realize that Vengeance is wrong! (Mt. 

5:38-42)

Repent, confess and pray. (1 Jn. 1:9; Acts 

8:22)

Turn your feelings of hate and revenge 

over to God. (Rom. 12:17-21)



What happened to Haman?



Internal Problems

Pharisees were like that 



Internal Problems

Pharisees were like that 

They were the religious elite! 

Offered prayers in the synagogues and on 

street corners. (Mt. 6:5)

Sounded trumpets when they did a 

charitable deed. (Mt. 6:1)

Disfigured their faces to appear to be 

fasting. (Mt. 6:16)



Pharisees 

What was going on 
inside?

Self-righteousness 
(Lk. 18:9-14)

Two things wrong with 
self-righteousness

1. Trust in themselves for 
salvation – good works 
perfect knowledge

2. Despise others



How do we overcome?

Humility
Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.

Luke 17:10 (NKJV) 
10 So likewise you, when you have done all 
those things which you are commanded, say, 
'We are unprofitable servants. We have done 
what was our duty to do.' " 

Song: “Just as I am without one plea….”



Conclusion

What’s in your heart?


